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Abstract 

 

Since the end of World War Two in 1945 until 1990 the European security 

environment has been shaped by the powerful military alliances North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO)
i
 and Warsaw Pact (WAPA)

ii
. While Eastern-Europe 

(Poland, former German Democratic Republic, former Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 

Romania, Bulgaria) was controlled by Soviet Union, the most of West- and Shout-

Europe (Great Britain, Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, Belgium, Island, 

Luxemburg, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece) was under a loose 

control by the most powerful NATO member-states USA, Great Britain and 

France. Besides the military alliances a handful neutral and non-aligned 

countries (Sweden, Finland, Austria, Switzerland, Albania, Yugoslavia and 

Ireland) played in the strategic game of both superpowers only a secondary role. 

One of the most important strategy in the so-called “Cold War”
iii

 period was “the 

arms race”
iv
 which led to be always read for fight to over-manned and over-

equipped armed forces. 
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THE WAY TO DISARMAMENT 
 

In 1990 the Warsaw-pact member-state “German Democratic Republic” collapsed overnight 

and the Berlin Wall was demolished afterwards. Like a house of cards, the domino effect 

brought other former member-states of WAPA to collapse and in 1991 the Warsaw Pact treaty 

was cancelled. As a result the former member-states of WAPA changed their political and 

economic system and became member-states of NATO in 1999 respectively 2004 and 

member-states of European Union
v
 in 2004 respectively 2007.  

After the collapse of the bipolar
vi

 world, in a period of nearly 20 years the former member-

states of WAPA restructured their armed forces fundamentally. Nearly all the countries 

changed their recruitment system from conscription to a volunteer system and reduced 

thereby also their arsenal of weapon systems.  

Figure 1
vii

 shows the reduction of personnel and heavy weapons systems in Europe 

(without former Soviet Union) between 1990 and 2010 in detail. The brief summary looks as 

follows:  

 
Personnel 

Reserves 

Battletank 

Armoured infantry fighting vehicle 

Armoured personnel carrier 

Artillery-towed 

Artillery-SP 

Fighter Aircraft 

Transport aircraft 

Helicopter 

Large Fighting Ships 

       40.7 % 

       75.5 % 

       59.5 % 

       45.8 % 

       54.1 % 

       61.1 % 

       24.9 % 

       59.2 % 

       34.4 % 

       18.4 % 

         5.1 % 

 

Figure 2
viii

 shows the reduction of personnel and heavy weapons systems in the successor 

states of former Soviet Union and of US Forces in Europe between 1990 and 2010 in detail. 

The brief summary looks as follows:  

 
Successor states of former Soviet Union US Forces Europe 

Personnel 

Reserves 

Battletank 

Armoured infantry fighting vehicle 

Armoured personnel carrier 

Artillery-towed 

Artillery-SP 

Fighter Aircraft 

Transport aircraft 

Helicopter 

Large fighting ships 

67.6 % 

50 % 

54.9 % 

20.3 % 

69.3 % 

51.1 % 

   - 

35.3 % 

30 % 

41 % 

72 % 

Personnel 

Battletank 

Armoured infantry fighting vehicle 

Armoured personnel carrier 

Artillery-towed and SP 

Fighter Aircraft 

Transport aircraft 

Helicopter 

Large fighting ships 

73.9 % 

96 % 

86 % 

80 % 

92 % 

 

       71 % 

 

No figures 

available                           

As both figures show within a period of 20 years most of the countries in Europe reduced 

their personnel and reserve personnel as well as their heavy weapon systems. Therefore on the 

market for armament goods in Europe exists an over supply of second hand armament goods.  

Meanwhile, there exists a long list of examples which kind of used weapons found a new 

owner. The Austrian Armed forces which had always manage the forces with little money 
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bought used Leopard 2 battle tanks from the Netherlands, Hercules transport aircraft and self 

propelled artillery systems M 109 from Great Britain, Jaguar tank destroyer from Germany 

(meanwhile withdrawn from service) and nearly as good as new Typhoon fighter aircraft
ix

. 

The purchase of used weapon systems leads always to many problems, for example upgrading 

and the purchase of spare parts could become extremely expensive during the whole life cycle 

of operation. But, in lack of money for armed forces, the purchase of used weapons is the only 

possibility for many states to equip their armed forces with nearly modern technology.  

Used weapons which had served its time had to be scrapped by specialists. Because of 

large accumulated amount of old worn out weapons this business became an important branch 

of industry in Europe. Valuable raw materials can thereby be recycled and used for the 

production of new civilian and military goods. 

The reduction of personnel and heavy weapon systems went hand in hand with reduction 

of defence expenditure on most of European countries. See in detail the figure 3
x
 which shows 

the reduction of defence expenditure between 1990 and 2010 of selected European countries. 

In sum all the European countries spent less than 33.5 billion US$ in 2010 than in 1990. As 

the listing shows, the greatest reduction in absolute figures happened in reunited Germany (30 

percent), Swiss (42.8 percent) and in most of the former member-states of Warsaw Pact 

respectively their successor states, i.e. in Hungary (50 percent), Romania (50 percent) and in 

the successor-states of former Czechoslovakia (63 percent). A larger increase of defence 

expenditure only happened in Finland (33 percent), Portugal (33 percent), Poland (25 

percent), Greece (25 percent), Turkey (23 percent) and Norway (18.6 percent). A moderate 

increase in defence expenditure happened in Great Britain (8.6 percent), Denmark (2.2 

percent), Spain (6.6 percent) and Italy (5 percent). The reduction of defence expenditure 

influenced economic activity in different ways. On the one hand side it has due to decreasing 

demand on armament goods an influence on the national defence industry and on the other 

hand side saving money for armed forces can reduce the budget deficit if the reduction of 

defence expenditure were real savings and weren’t reallocated to other public expenditure, i.e. 

education, social security or health. 

 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF DISARMAMENT IN EUROPE 

 
Europe as a continent nowadays indulges in reminiscences and the continent has no 

imagination how mighty the whole Europe could be in the world. When we look at the 

economic figures, Europe is a powerful continent with a prospering economy as a strong base. 

But in comparison with the military machine of USA Europe is a weak continent. European 

countries operate no large aircraft carriers and no long range military transport aircraft. Both 

are important requirements to be a real world wide acting superpower. As history has shown, 

an overall powerful continent needs not only a strong economy but also a strong military 

machine. Remember the times when Great Britain rules the waves and the mighty Royal Navy 

won nearly all sea-battles during their glorious times at the heydays of the British Empire. Or 

remember the glorious days of France as a superpower which controlled most of West-Africa. 

The First World War sounded the bell for decline of the continent Europe as a superpower. 

After the World War One the USA became stronger and stronger and during the heydays of 

the Second World War, USA with the advantage to be a power which has the monopoly of 

nuclear weapons became the most important superpower. Shortly after the war Soviet Union 

joint USA as second power which was able to produce nuclear weapons. 

To loose further importance, after the Second World War the most powerful Western-

European countries founded the European Communities (EC)
xi

, nowadays the European 

Union (EU). Within the European Union the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP)
xii

 

is one important task of policy. Until now the CSDP stayed a stepchild of EU policy. Too 
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strong is NATO in Europe and there is obviously no need for duplication of military 

installations like organization structure. Within NATO the European member-states behave 

like free-riders and spend a smaller amount of money for their defence as USA and Peoples 

Republic of China (see figure 3: Defence expenditure). The result is a lack of strategic air and 

sea transportation systems, for example aircraft carriers and military long range transport 

aircrafts. The current situation of ESDP gives the impression that the Europeans rely heavily 

on the capabilities of USA and get therefore in a dangerous strategic offside position. 

An important outcome to be a real strategic power is the possibility to send troops in 

missions with different intensity around the world and to control all the important sea-lanes. 

Though the European countries showed in the past that it is possible to lead missions abroad 

without extensive help by USA, for example in Chad before the door of Europe, it is not easy 

for European organize, lead and supply missions abroad far away from Europe. Therefore 

European contingents are only part of US-leaded Missions, for example in Afghanistan. 

The current situation leads not only to great influence on the strategic position of Europe in 

the World but has also influence on the European armament Industry. A lack on demand of 

armament goods leads to a steadily decline of leading European armament enterprises. In the 

final end the firms earn less profit and had to reduce their organization which leads in short-

time works or firing employees.  

 
THE WAY OUT OF THE DILEMMA 

 
As shown above, CSDP, compared with other fields of politics, lives a life of nicheness. 

Therefore it is necessary to start a process to raise awareness of importance of strong forces in 

a security environment which becomes more and more instable. If Europe will play an 

important role in world politics in the future, all the European Countries shall follow the way 

of the USA to adhere to a policy to maintain strong well equipped forces which could 

deployed in every corner of the world immediately in the best possible condition. 
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Land  1990 2010 Reduction 

In absolut 

figures 

In 

percent 

Turkey 

(NATO since 1952) 

Personnel 

Reserves 

Battletank 

Armoured infantry fighting vehicle 

Armoured personnel carrier 

Artillery-towed 

Artillery-SP 

Fighter Aircraft 

Transport aircraft 

Helicopter 

Large Fighting Ships 

 579.200 

1,1 Mio. 

     3.783 

        - 

     3.560 

     1.724 

        528 

        530 

          88 

        330 

          20 

 510.600 

 378.700 

     4.503 

        650 

     3.643 

        685 

        868 

        426 

          77 

        340 

        23 

  68.600 

721.300 

     - 

     - 

     - 

    939 

     - 

   104 

     11 

     - 

     - 

11.8 

65.5 

- 

- 

- 

54,4 

- 

19.6 

12.5 

- 

- 

 

Yugoslavia 

(non-aligned) 

(Slovenia is NATO 

member since 2004 

and  

Croatia is NATO 

member since 2009) 

(2010: Add up 

figures of successor 

states –Slovenia, 

Bosnia  Hercegovina, 

Croatian, Serbia, 

Montenegro, 

Macedonia) 

Personnel 

Reserves 

Battletank 

Armoured infantry fighting vehicle 

Armoured personnel carrier 

Artillery-towed 

Artillery-SP 

Fighter Aircraft 

Transport aircraft 

Helicopter 

Large Fighting Ships 

188.000 

510.000 

    1.850 

       490 

       500 

    1.934 

       120 

       489 

         44 

       185 

           4 

  74.341 

  56.316 

       868 

       727 

       700 

       336 

       160 

       110 

         19 

       145 

           2 

113.659 

453.684 

       982 

        - 

        - 

   1.598 

        60 

      379 

        25 

        40 

          2 

60.4 

88.9 

53 

- 

- 

82.6 

50 

77.5 

56.8 

21.6 

50  

 

 

1. figure. Reduction of personnel and selected weapon systems in Europe (without former 

Soviet Union) between 1990 and 2010 xiii 

Scource: Institute for Strategic Studies-The Military Balance – 1990/1991 and 2010 and  

Janes Group 
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2. figure. Reduction of personnel and selected weapon systems in successor states of former 

Soviet Union and US-Forces in Europe between 1990 and 2010  

Source: Institute for Strategic Studies-The Military Balance 1990/1991 and 2010,  

Homepage of US Forces Europe. 

Country 1990 2010 Change in 

absolute figure 

Change in percent 

Austria 3.5 3.4 - 0.1 - 2,8 

Hungary 3.2 1.6 - 1.6 - 50 

Albania 0.268 0.2 - 0.068 - 22 

Belgium 8.3 5.7 - 2.6 - 31 

Bulgaria 3.6 1 - 2.6 - 72 

Czechoslovakia 10.8 3.9 - 6.9 - 63 

Denmark 4.7 4.8 + 0.1 + 2,2 

Finland 2.7 3.6 + 0.9 + 33 

France 70 66 - 4 - 5,7 

Germany 71 49 - 22 - 30 

Great Britain 58 63 + 5 + 8.6 

Greece 7 8.8 + 1.8 + 5 

Ireland 1 1.3 +0.3 + 30 

Italy 36 38 + 2 + 5 

Netherlands 13.5 12 - 1.5 - 11 

Norway 5.9 7.0 + 1.1 + 18.6 

Poland 7.4 9.3 + 1.9  + 25.6 

Portugal 3.9 5.2 - 1.3  + 33 

Romania 4.6 2.3 - 2.3 - 50 

Spain 15 16 + 1 + 6.6 

Sweden 8.4 6.7 - 1.6 - 19 

Swiss 8.4 4.8 - 3.6 - 42.8 

Turkey 13 17 + 3 + 23 

Yugoslavia 4.4 3.4 - 1 - 22 

Soviet Union 290 80 - 210 - 70 

USA 527 720 + 193 + 36 

3. figure. Defence Expenditure of selected countries in Billion US$ (constant 2011) 

Source: Institute for Strategic Studies-The Military Balance 1990/91 and 2010,  

SIPRI-database  

Remarks: Figures 2010 for Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Soviet Union add-up figures of 

successor states 
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